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From the New-York Courier: 




















Tue attention of our countrymen appears, at the present time, to be 
turned very much towards the great subjects of literature and science. Associ- 
ations for the purpose of promoting: the arts, and for improvement in scientific 
knowledge, are formed and forming in great numbers—men of high standing and 
consideration are lending their aid and influence for the promotion of these:ob-. 
jects, and an uncommon exgerness in the ptblic mind relative to them, seenys to 
be awakened, and enkindling. 

' 

Within a short period, several large original works have been published 
in the country, which we have no doubt ‘will attract the public attention, ané 
others are announced as in preparation for the press. > ¥ 

It is highly gratifying to find our countrymen, so soon after the restoré 
tion of general tranquillity to the world, thaking some advances towards thei, — 
proper station in the world of science and literature ; aud we cannot but hfipt 
the spirit will be cherished, and fostered by the comrmucity at large. Cur lpe — 
rary reputation has not hitherto stood high, especially abroad. Whether justje | 
has been cone to us in this respect, or not, perhaps we are not perfectly fair 
disinterested judges. Let it be as ii msy, it is in our power to force the neh 
to acknowledge our merit, if we only take the necessary pains to ac complish the | 
object. It is preposterous to suppese that, in a community of ei, ht or tea in: 
lions of people, there should not ne cessarily exist a competent portion of geni 
and talents, to place the character of that community in a suffie tiewtly advantag 
ous Jight before the world in these respects. But genius andtalents must be end 
couraged and rewarded, or the character of the nation will either not advance al 
all, or by very slow degiees. ¢ 





As we appear to be engaging considerably in book- making, ahdoues 
of writing has too often run wild, and the publie taste consequently become 
vitiated and degraded, it would be extremely useful, if we could hive, some-_ 
where, a correct critical standard of composition formed and established, under. 
the direction of men of competent taste and skill, to bring us back to our mother 
tongue. The false and pernicious notions of rhetoric and eloquence, which pre- 
vail to such an extensive degree, and which reach to no higher degrees of excel- 
lence than bombast and extravagance, aod the paltry habit we have fermed of 
coining language, should be scourged out of countenance by the wholesome fla- 
gellations of sound criticism. We know of no other practicable mode of per- 
forming the cure, and that, we have nota doubt, would be thoroughly eflicacious. 
It is almost incident to political controversy, to lower the style of literary taste of 
the public. As the period of that species of controversy appears, in a great 
degree, to have gone by, it is a fortunate moment to commence the work of re- 
formation and improvement in the department of style and composition. We 
hope it may be seized for that important purpose. 


